onorable Carl ’e’msm’f

Chair. wan, frmes Services Committes
House of #opresentatives

“asbiingion 25, D. G,

Leny e, Chajrman:

Bk, 2989, & Bill to further amens the Wilssing ~ersons
At to cover certain persems detalsuc in foreign countrice ageinst
their will, and for other purpases, 28 sub.nitted te the Conyress oy
the Lepartment of i eiens e for its own purposes and to accommodate
the needs of the Central Intelligence sgency. The proposed Bill
srovides for apecific coverage wader the Missing Persons Act for
wwdlitary an. ¢ivilian personnel employed by the Federsl Governionent
16 coléswar situations an. re-establishes the for ner policy of
deferment of Federal incoi.e tax reporting an' 3ayment duriag the
ceriod such personnel are in 3 niesing status.

The necessity for this legizlation arises out of the fect
that originally the lauguage used contemplated conventional wartine
situstione. Therefore, the ter.:inmology of :uissing in action or
interned in & neutral country, etc. is sot precisely descriptive of
the situations which do deve op. It iz difficult legally to say that &
serson is —oissing when in faet the Joviet goverament has announced
thet he is & prisonex Anc the indivicual is then sxhibiied te the world.
Further, under the Internal Revenue Act no satisfactory legal methou
is provided for handiing income tax reporting sad pay:inent of taxes
of such lacivicuals. This Eill woulu provide appropriate logal means
of handling tax returns sau jayment of taxes, In the abseace of 3uck
autharity many difficult and inequitable situations do occux.
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In the past the Agency bas had at any one time rore than half
& dozen cases which would have been assisted by the provisions in the
proposed bill. There are still currently certain outstanding cases
which would be legally strengthened by the new legislation.

Therefors, this Agency would like to have your support of
thie leglslation and would urge its passage by the Congress.

Sincerely,

[fiirmed)

John A, McCone
Director
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